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In the list of complaints retailed before the king by
the discontented burghers and merchants of London,
and by the Merchant Adventurers who found them-
selves less favoured than these foreigners, an attempt
was evident on the part of the English to place on
one footing and to consider as equally prohibited,
the fraudulent importation by the Germans of mer-
chandise belonging to non-Hanseatics, and the im-
portation by them of merchandise which belonged
to them, but was not produced in their territory.

The fact was urged that, since the Hansa paid
only the usual custom dues, even for the foreign
products they imported, and for their exportation of
English goods to lands outside the rule of the Han-
seatic League, they were thus able to paralyse with
the greatest facility all English competition in these
different lands.

Certainly nothing'better justifies the murmurs of
the islanders against the foreigners than a com-
parison of their various commercial transactions.
From these it appears that the English themselves,
In 1551, exported 1,100 pieces of native cloth as com-
pared with 44,000 pieces exported by the Hansa
League in the same year.

It is true that all these complaints were not new.
But this time they fell upon more fruitful soil. The
government were perhaps all the more ready to give
an attentive ear, as of late the national commerce
had taken a very' vigorous start, so that the royal
treasury might hope for considerable receipts, even if
the Crown should lose the duties paid to it by the
members of the League.